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Where will God surprise us? 
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All stand. 
 

Opening Hymn #135  Songs of Thankfulness 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant: Blessed by the one, holy, and living God. 

All: Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 

 

Collect for Purity 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Song of Praise 
 

First, everyone sing verse one together. Then sing as a round starting with the pulpit side of the 

church.  
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant:       The Lord be with you. 

All:             And also with you. 

Celebrant:        Let us pray. 

  Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ 

and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the 

whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

LEM 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah  Isaiah 9:1-4 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

  

Lector:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All:    Thanks be to God. 
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LECTOR 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 27:1, 5-13  
Led by Lector and read responsively, by half verse. 

1 God is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 

 God is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

5 One thing have I asked of you, O God; one thing I seek: * 

 that I may dwell in your house all the days of my life, 

6 To behold your fair beauty, O God, * 

 and to seek you in your temple. 

7 For in the day of trouble you shall keep me safe in your shelter; * 

 you shall hide me in the secrecy of your dwelling and set me high upon a rock. 

8 Even now you lift up my head * 

 above my enemies round about me. 

9 Therefore I will offer in your dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; * 

 I will sing and make music to you. 

10 Hearken to my voice, O Most High, when I call; * 

 have mercy on me and answer me. 

11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * 

 Your face, O God, will I seek. 

12 Hide not your face from me, * 

 nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * 

 do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

 

 

LECTOR 

A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be 

in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 

among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or 

“I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I 

baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in 

my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not 

with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
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For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 

Lector:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All:    Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn   WLP #757 Will you come and follow me 
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The Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Christ.  

 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and 

made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what 

had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
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“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people who sat in darkness 

have seen a great light, 

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately 

they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

 

 

The Sermon  

 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith for Social Action Iona Community 

We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn;  

in the waiting and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands, 

conflict and caring link arms,  and the sun rises over barbed wire.  

 

We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst to share our humanity.  

We affirm a faith that takes us beyond a safe place: 

into action, into vulnerability and onto the streets.  

 

We commit ourselves to work for change and put ourselves on the line;  

to bear responsibility, take risks, live powerfully and face humiliation;  

to stand with those on the edge; to choose life 

and be used by the Spirit for God’s new community of hope. Amen 
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LEM 

The Prayers of the People 
Please stand or kneel. 

The people are encouraged to add their own petitions. 

 

LEM: God of light and life our prayers rise before you this day in hope and faith. 

LEM: We pray for the Lenape, Munsee, and Esopus peoples, on whose land we now worship,  

 

All:  Source of enlightenment, inspire us with curiosity for our history in this place and 

imagination and persistence to repair broken relationships. 

 

LEM: We pray for your church, for our diocese, for New Paltz United Methodist Church and 

Redeemer Lutheran, for Episcopal churches in Ulster County, all clergy and people.  

 

All: Flame of abundant love, be our joy in proclaiming your Good News to the world.  

 

LEM: We pray for all who are coming to faith, all who wonder about faith, and all who are 

struggling with faith.  

 

All: Light of all creation, guide us to lead, teach and nurture your disciples.  

 

LEM: We pray for the world, especially where there is trouble and suffering, far away or 

nearby.   

 

All: Ember of steadfast care, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence and to 

pursue peace and reconciliation.  

 

LEM: We pray for the land on which we stand, the peoples, creatures, plant life and waters 

around us...  

 

All: Star blaze of glory, lead us to care for this fragile earth, our island home, and to heal 

the circle of creation. 

 

LEM: We pray for those in need of food, shelter, clothing, and of God's healing touch, 

especially those for whom our prayers are desired ...: E.J., George, Charles, Larry, 
Barbara, Kathleen, Neil, Helen, Robert, Sheila, Linda, Hannah, Ingrid, Paisley, 
Louise, DuSean, Floyd, Lisa, Mary, Matthew, Caroline, Angela, Susan, Alekhana, 
Josie, Bill, Wendy, Lisa,The Chapman Family, and those we now name (pause). We 

pray, 

 

All: Comforter of the suffering, warm our hands to loving service.  

 

LEM:  We pray for those who have died, especially those we now name (pause) and for all who 

mourn. 
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All:   Light that shines in the darkness, welcome them into everlasting light, and grace us 

with glimmers of your presence. 

 

LEM: We pray for those who celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, and other accomplishments that 

we now name, silently or aloud (pause). We pray, 

 

All:   Bright beam of your grace and truth, strengthen their trust in your goodness. 

 

LEM: God of radiant light, your love illumines our hopes before we know them, and our needs 

before we ask. Kindle your flame within us, that in our prayers and service, we may 

know your transforming presence at work in the world around us.  

 All this we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 

 

 

Confession of Sin  
 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God, our neighbors, and ourselves. 

Silence.  

All:    Merciful God, 

we have sinned 

in what we have thought and said, 

in the wrong we have done 

and in the good we have not done. 

We have sinned in ignorance: 

we have sinned in weakness: 

we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry. 

We repent and turn to you. 

Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 

and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:   Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in life eternal. Amen. 

 

 

The Peace   
 

Remain standing. 

 

Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

As we greet each other, be mindful that not everyone may yet feel comfortable shaking hands or 

hugging—let’s live into a new normal respectfully. 
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The Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant: God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 

having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 

        (2 Corinthians 9:7b-8) 

 

Offertory Hymn  LEVAS #151 One bread, one body 
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The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Celebrant: It is the joy of our salvation, God of the universe, 

  to give you thanks through Jesus Christ.   

 You said, “Let there be light;” there was light. 

 Your light shines in our darkness.   

 For you the earth has brought forth life in all its forms. 

 

All:   You have created us to hear your Word,  

 To do your will and to be fulfilled in your love. 

 It is right to thank you.   

 

Celebrant:   You sent your Son to be for us 

 The way we need to follow and the truth we need to know.  

 In him the light which shines for all has come into the world, 

 And he has become one with us that we may become one with you. 

 

All:   You send your Holy Spirit to strengthen and to guide, 

 to warn and to revive your Church.   

 

Celebrant: Therefore, with all your witnesses 

 who surround us on every side, countless as heaven’s stars, 

 we praise you for our creation and our calling,  

 with loving and joyful hearts, singing  
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Celebrant: On that night before Jesus died he took bread and gave you thanks. 

 He broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

 “Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; Do this to remember me”. 

 

 After supper he took the cup, and gave you thanks. He gave it to them and said, 

 “Drink this.  It is my Blood of the new Covenant,  

  shed for you, shed for all, to forgive sin;  do this to remember me.”  

 

 Therefore with this bread and wine we recall your goodness to us. 

 

All:   God of the past and present,  

 we your people remember your Son. 

 We thank you for his cross and rising again, 

 we take courage from his ascension; 

 we look for his coming in glory and in him we give ourselves to you. 

 

Celebrant: Send your Holy Spirit, that we who receive Christ’s body 

 may indeed be the body of Christ, and we who share his cup 

 draw strength from the one true vine. 
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All: Called to follow Christ, help us to reconcile and unite. 

 For you, the heavenly one, make all things new; 

 You are the beginning and the end, the last and the first. 

 Praise, glory and love be yours, this and every day 

 From us and all people, here and everywhere. Amen. 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

  Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept.  
 

Celebrant:   Be known to us Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread..  

All: One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread. 

 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All: May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us. 

 

All are welcome to receive communion. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your hands over 

your chest and the priest will bless you. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Please stand. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

All: Spirit of energy and change, in whose power Jesus was anointed to be the 

hope of the nations:  be poured out also upon us without reserve or 

distinction, that through these gifts of your Body and Blood we may have 

confidence and strength to plant your justice on the earth. Amen. 

 

 

 
The Blessing 

Celebrant: May God give you the grace never to sell yourself short; 

Grace to risk something big for something good; and 

Grace to remember the world is now 

too dangerous for anything but the truth and 

too small for anything but love.   

And may the blessing of the One God  

who makes us, who loves us, and who frees us to love  

be with you this day and always.  Amen. 

 

 

 
Announcements 
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Closing Hymn #537 Christ for the world we sing! 
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The Dismissal  
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

  

 

++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister Schedule For Today  

Celebrant: ................................. Rev. Allison Moore 

LEM: ...................................... Rae Slingerland 

Acolytes: .................................. Camille Norman 

Lector: ...................................... Julie Mazur 

Usher: ...................................... David Slingerland 

Altar Guild: .............................. Valerie McAllister 

Organist: ................................... Janet Salt Frommer 

Coffee Hour: ............................ Amanda Crowell & Alex Jakubowski 

 
 

 

 

Sources of Liturgy 

Book of Common Prayer 

Prayers of the People: Epiphany Season, Anglican Church of Canada, found at 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Prayers-of-the-People-Epiphany-Season.pdf 

Confession, Absolution, and Eucharistic Prayer: New Zealand Prayer Book, Eucharist of Praise 

and Thanksgiving,pp. 485-488 

Post Communion Prayer: Janet Morley, All Desires Known, Expanded Edition, p. 7 

Blessing: William Sloane Coffin, at  https://gracebrunswick.org/blessings.html 

 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Prayers-of-the-People-Epiphany-Season.pdf

